
Donna Kelly – Birch Ward 
 
What does the candidate consider important about native vegetation in 
the Hepburn Shire? 
 
Maintaining the native vegetation we have and re-establishing what we had is 
incredibly important in Hepburn Shire. This is an amazing region with 
incredible places like Wombat Forest, Hepburn Regional Park, Cornish Hill - 
and many others - and we need to ensure they are around for future 
generations. Residents should also be encouraged to plant native vegetation 
where possibly – perhaps through discounts at nurseries or even community 
planting days. We moved here 11 years ago because of the surroundings – 
native flora and fauna. I am still thrilled when I see even a kangaroo or 
echidna. And our city friends are absolutely amazed we have all this on our 
doorstep. 
 
Is the candidate aware of the legal obligations of the Shire regarding the 
protection of native vegetation and biodiversity? 
 
To be honest, and you have to be, no. But I do read this from you that Local 
Government has a number of core functions that have a direct impact on 
native vegetation and biodiversity, including land use planning, granting 
development approvals, managing land, and managing environmental risks. 
Under the Environment and Planning Act (1987), local governments have the 
responsibility for the control of land use and planning within their 
municipalities. I would be happy to learn more. I looked on the council’s 
website and could not see anything – which is pretty telling. 
 
 
What is the candidate’s position on whether the Shire should employ a 
Natural Resource (Biodiversity) Officer? As it stands natural resource 
management is handled by a number of staff in the planning 
department. 
 
I think in 2016 this is a position that should be stand-alone. I am not aware of 
the budget considerations at this stage but many visitors come here for the 
beautiful outdoors so surely, even just as a tourism aspect, it should be 
funded. 
 
What is the candidate’s position on the development of a ‘Biodiversity 
Strategy’ for the Hepburn Shire? 
 
I understood that the council had received funding to develop a biodiversity 
strategy earlier this year with Deakin University awarded the contract. I know 
there were workshops but I am not aware of how the strategy is moving 
forward. I think there must be a biodiversity strategy – and as soon as 
possible. 
 



 
What does the candidate consider the Hepburn Shire should do to 
promote native vegetation protection and encourage ratepayers to plant 
local native vegetation?   
 
As in the first question I wonder if the council can encourage ratepayers with 
discounts from local nurseries, perhaps community planting days, maybe a 
schools’ program to encourage young people to plant natives and build 
awareness of their importance to the natural environment. Perhaps a garden 
competition for the best native garden? Increase pride in having natives rather 
than exotics. I would think that to protect native vegetation the council needs 
to be ready with heavy fines for those who ignore the rules. Or perhaps find a 
way for those who break the rules to spend some time planting native 
vegetation for others in lieu of a fine. Or a mix of both.  
 
I hope these answers are OK. I guess I am one of those people who, apart 
from running stories when I can in The Local, just enjoys what we have here 
in Hepburn Shire without knowing all the ins and outs. But as a councillor I 
would be open to meeting with Wombat Forestcare and taking their views to 
the council. I do know that what we have is pretty special and I want it to stay 
that way. 
 
Thanks for your time. 
 
Donna	  


